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Topics

ÂDrinking water overview
ÂHow safe is our drinking water?
ÂBuilding program capacity 
ÂNew EPA rules
ÂLegislature/budget
ÂProgram priorities, next 1-3 years



Drinking Water Matters!

ÂFundamental for health

ÂFundamental for quality of life

ÂFundamental for the economy

So, lots of public, media, stakeholder 
interest!



Where Do We Get Our 
Drinking Water?

ÂLarge and small public drinking water 
systems (EPA Act)

ÂVery small public drinking water 
systems (ORS 448)

Â Individual home wells (mostly 
unregulated)



Protecting Drinking Water 
ñSource to Tapò

Â Public Water Systems

ïPROVIDE safe water

ïTest water, report, act to meet standards

Â US EPA

ïSET standards to protect health

ïOversee state programs ïñPrimacyò

Â State/County Public Health/Partner Agencies

ïASSURE health standards are met

ïOregon and 48 other states have ñPrimacyò



Oregon Public Water 
Systems

Â3,600 total public water systems

Â3.5M people served

Â54 large water systems serve 70% of 
population (like Bend)

Â90% of water systems serve fewer 
than 500 people (like mobile home 
parks, schools and campgrounds)

Â600,000 people on private wells


